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The Philosophy of Happiness and Immortality from the Perspective of Wise Men of Greece:
Solon and Croesus

Bosy A. EI-Shobky
Ministry of Education, Tanta, Egypt

Abstract

Preface: His research explores the theme of happiness and immortality from the perspective of ancient Greek philosophy. Happiness and
immortality have long been among the most complex and controversial concepts in human philosophy. In ancient Greek philosophy,
happiness was not merely a fleeting feeling of satisfaction, but rather a deeper concept tied to the quality of life and the continuity of
remembrance after death. Through the analysis of two figures—Solon and Croesus, this study aims to examine how Greek sages perceived
these two concepts within the contexts of life and death, wisdom and glory. Among those who left a significant mark on this subject were
the Athenian philosopher Solon and the Lydian king Croesus, who presented two contrasting views on the meaning of happiness and
immortality. But the central question remains: Is happiness measured by the present moment or by the outcomes of life? And does true
immortality lie in fame and wealth, or in the values and virtues a person leaves behind? In conclusion, through analyzing the ideas of Solon
and Croesus, we can reach a deeper understanding of the concepts of happiness and immortality, not only in the context of Greek philosophy
but also in our contemporary lives. Results: According to Solon, happiness is not measured by moments of wealth or temporary success;
rather, it is judged considering the entire life, and a person cannot be considered truly happy until after death, when their life is viewed as a
whole and evaluated based on stability, virtue, and achievements .
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